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The Book of Lost Things
In The Book of lost Things John Connolly uses details to show a child’s anger and uncertainty when they find themselves in a new situation. David, the boy in the story, is uncertain and angry at the world after his mother is ripped from him at the hands of some unnamed disease. His mother is replaced by the head nurse at the hospital his mother spent her last days in. He becomes angry that his father is trying to replace his mother with this woman. He pushes this new “mother” away with the stories his mom used to read to him “they still reminded him of his mother… and whatever reminded him of his mother helped keep Rose and her son, Georgie, at a distance”(Connolly 36). Connolly shows how a child that is thrust into a new situation uses anger to refuse the change and try and keep things the same as they were in the past. Instead of letting go and accepting that his mother was gone he stays in the past and refuses to accept the love his new mother is trying to give him. David isn’t content with just himself pushing rose away he also wants his father to push her and stay with him in the past “David believed that her presence also distracted his father from the the memory of his mother” (Connolly 36). David thinks that his father should have stayed single and stays in grievance for his mother. The author uses these details to show a child’s view of the world when they are angry and uncertain of what is going on around them.     

